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Graduate School News 

First Generation Graduate Students Give Back 

Over the fall semester, the First Generation and Low Income Graduate 

Student Organization partnered with the Tompkins Cortland 

Community College to offer programming as part of their ongoing 

outreach initiatives. Events were offered to first generation and low 

income undergraduate students from TC3 and undergraduate 

students, graduate students, and postdocs from Cornell. 

Read the full story  

 

Helping Humanities Students Explore Careers Beyond 

Academia 

Humanities doctoral students begin their programs with an area of 

interest. This focus narrows as dissertation research progresses until, 

by the end of a doctoral program, it narrows to the point that students 

only see a path to a faculty or research career. To broaden their view, 

the Graduate School’s Careers Beyond Academia has expanded its 

programs to illuminate many more possible careers. 

Read the full story  

https://gradschool.cornell.edu/announcements/first-generation-graduate-students-give-back/
https://gradschool.cornell.edu/announcements/helping-humanities-students-explore-careers-beyond-academia/


Diverse Stakeholder Perspectives Improve Ph.D. Career 

Development Programming 

Career development offices benefit from collaborations and network 

development with industry employers, a new study finds. The study, 

“Using Stakeholder Insights to Enhance Engagement in Ph.D. 

Professional Development,” published in PLOS ONE. Authors 

included Susi Varvayanis, executive director of the Graduate School’s 

Careers Beyond Academia, and doctoral candidate Conrad Smart. 

Read the full story  

 

Cornell Doctoral Candidate Wins National 3MT Competition 

Biochemistry, molecular and cell biology doctoral candidate Bhargav 

Sanketi won the Council of Graduate Schools (CGS) Three Minute 

Thesis (3MT) competition on Feb. 3 with his presentation, “To be or 

‘knot’ to be: Blueprint for a small intestine.” The CGS 3MT brought 

together the winners from the United States and Canadian regional 

competitions for a virtual competition. 

Read the full story  

 

DiRienzo Named Graduate School Director of Outreach and 

Engagement 

Denise DiRienzo has been named director of outreach and engagement 

for the Graduate School. In this role, DiRienzo will continue to develop 

career and professional development programming for current 

doctoral students, as well as work on a Graduate School initiative to 

welcome alumni to a newly created Advisory Council. The Council 

will consist of alumni selected through a nomination process. 

Read the full story  

https://gradschool.cornell.edu/announcements/diverse-stakeholder-perspectives-improve-ph-d-career-development-programming/
https://gradschool.cornell.edu/announcements/cornell-doctoral-candidate-wins-national-3mt-competition/
https://gradschool.cornell.edu/announcements/dirienzo-named-graduate-school-director-of-outreach-and-engagement/


Eight Graduate Students Receive Wu Scholarships 

Eight graduate students were awarded 2022 Hsien and Daisy Yen Wu 

Scholarships: Shiping Cao, Yue Deng, Shan-Chi Hsieh, Zihan Hu, Hui 

Ji, Yubo Su, Yongjian Tang, and Hui Zhou. These awards provide 

recipients with funds to help with any aspect of doctoral study, from 

research expenses to living expenses, and recognize students for their 

academic ability, performance, character, and financial need. 

Read the full story  

 

Record High Attendance at Writing Boot Camp 

This year’s Proposal, Thesis, and Dissertation Writing Boot Camp went 

virtual and broke records. Nearly 400 writers from 50 institutions 

joined this year’s immersive Boot Camp to develop productive writing 

habits in a supportive environment. The previous virtual attendance 

record was set with over 300 students attending 2021 Writing Boot 

Camp; the in-person Boot Camp record was 72 students in 2019. 

Read the full story  

 

Asian Literature, Religion, and Culture Ph.D. Candidate Wins 

Three Minute Thesis Competition 

Bruno Shirley, a doctoral candidate in Asian literature, religion, and 

culture won first place at the seventh annual Cornell University Three 

Minute Thesis competition. Alongside seven other finalists, Shirley 

presented his dissertation research in just three minutes to a panel of 

judges and a virtual audience from across campus and around the 

world. 

Read the full story  

  

https://gradschool.cornell.edu/announcements/eight-graduate-students-receive-wu-scholarships/
https://gradschool.cornell.edu/announcements/record-high-attendance-at-writing-boot-camp/
https://gradschool.cornell.edu/academic-progress/office-of-academic-and-student-affairs/three-minute-thesis/3mt-2022/


Graduate Student Spotlights 

Lissette Lorenz | Science and Technology Studies 

Science and technology studies doctoral candidate Lissette Lorenz 

studies the social and ecological impacts of nuclear disasters in Japan 

from the atomic bombings of World War II to the nuclear power plant 

accident in March 2011. Her research will develop resilience 

strategies to prepare communities around the world for an increase 

in environmental disasters brought about by climate change. 

Graduate School spotlight  

 

Trevor Amestoy | Civil and Environmental Engineering 

Trevor Amestoy, a doctoral student in civil and environmental 

engineering, focuses his research on decision making under 

uncertainty, regarding environmental and water resource systems in 

particular. By developing tools to allow for quicker decisions, 

researchers will be able to determine the infrastructure and policies 

put in place to ensure a sustainable world for future generations. 

Graduate School spotlight  

 

Andrea Robinson | Biomedical and Biological Sciences 

Biomedical and biological sciences doctoral student Andrea 

Robinson researches the intersection of nutrition and infectious 

diseases with a focus on the role vitamin D plays in vaccine response. 

She aims to better understand the association between vitamin D 

levels and the immune system’s ability to produce antibodies against 

certain infectious diseases. 

Graduate School spotlight  

 

https://gradschool.cornell.edu/spotlights/student-spotlight-lissette-lorenz/
https://gradschool.cornell.edu/spotlights/student-spotlight-trevor-amestoy/
https://gradschool.cornell.edu/spotlights/student-spotlight-andrea-robinson/


Erik Bidstrup | Chemical Engineering 

Erik Bidstrup, a doctoral student in chemical engineering, applies the 

tool of cell-free protein synthesis (CFPS) to therapeutic development 

and production. Using CFPS, in conjunction with reducing 

development times and increasing access to protein-based 

therapeutics, cheaper therapeutics could be made available to a 

broader range of people. 

Graduate School spotlight 

 

Laura Martinez | Entomology 

Entomology master’s student Laura Martinez researches the predator 

and prey interaction between Colorado potato beetles and stink bugs. 

Specifically, she is working to determine whether stink bug odor will 

provide economically viable, pesticide-free biocontrol against 

Colorado potato beetles on organic farms. Martinez is a recipient of a 

2021 National Science Foundation Graduate Research Fellowship. 

Graduate School spotlight 

 

Gustavo Alvarez | Mechanical Engineering 

Gustavo Alvarez, a doctoral student in mechanical engineering, uses 

continuous wave lasers to study heat transfer of semiconductors at 

the nanoscale, studies interesting phenomena in single crystals, and 

measures phonons of interesting materials. His research can improve 

the power production of solar cells, which will help develop greener 

energy production methods. 

Graduate School spotlight 

  

https://gradschool.cornell.edu/spotlights/student-spotlight-erik-bidstrup/
https://gradschool.cornell.edu/spotlights/student-spotlight-laura-martinez/
https://gradschool.cornell.edu/spotlights/student-spotlight-gustavo-alvarez/


Jennifer Houtz | Ecology and Evolutionary Biology 

Ecology and evolutionary biology doctoral candidate Jennifer Houtz 

studies how gut microbiota impact host health and fitness in wild 

birds. Understanding how gut microbiota diversity is susceptible to 

environmental change may enable scientists to better inform 

conservation decisions. Outside of research, Houtz is president of the 

First Generation and Low Income Graduate Student Organization. 

Graduate School spotlight 

 

Ryan Greff | Applied Economics and Management 

Ryan Greff, a master’s student in applied economics and 

management, studies behavioral finance with a focus on 

understanding the spending behavior of the YOLO (you only live 

once) and FOMO (fear of missing out) consumer bases within the 

insurance industry. This research examines how human biases affect 

determinations on insurance purchases and investment decisions. 

Graduate School spotlight 

 

Peiying Zhu | Philosophy 

Philosophy doctoral candidate Peiying Zhu aims to provide an 

interpretation and critique of Plato’s theory of eros, or love, and show 

that Plato had much to contribute to the way people think about love 

in both its phenomenon and impact on individual lives. Outside of 

her research, Zhu participates in Careers Beyond Academia 

programming to explore career options and opportunities.  

Graduate School spotlight 

  

https://gradschool.cornell.edu/spotlights/student-spotlight-jennifer-houtz/
https://gradschool.cornell.edu/spotlights/student-spotlight-ryan-greff/
https://gradschool.cornell.edu/spotlights/student-spotlight-peiying-zhu/


David Esparza | Ecology and Evolutionary Biology 

Ecology and evolutionary biology doctoral candidate David Esparza 

researches biology education, leading projects to understand how 

students interact, feel, and learn during undergraduate field biology 

courses in which students learn in the outdoors rather than a 

classroom. This research works to promote equity, diversity, and 

inclusion in science disciplines that require fieldwork. 

Graduate School spotlight 

 

Hui Ji | Genetics, Genomics, and Development 

Hui Ji, a doctoral candidate in genetics, genomics, and development 

studies the fundamental question of how neurons degenerate. Her 

research uncovers how environmental factors lead to degeneration, 

which has implications for the understanding of neurodegenerative 

diseases such as Alzheimer’s disease and Parkinson’s disease. Ji is a 

recipient of the 2022 Hsien and Daisy Yen Wu Scholarship. 

Graduate School spotlight 

 

Additional Graduate Students of Note 

Student, Field Achievement/Story Feature 
Roberta Nilson, natural resources and the 
environment  

Doctoral candidate Roberta Nilson is a co-
author of a study finding that upstate New 
York residents support solar energy, but have 
more support for smaller projects than larger 
projects. Learn more… 

Trevor Franklin, chemical engineering As doctoral candidate Trevor Franklin 
prepared a study, he made a discovery that 
lead to a new study finding that certain 
materials can change the biochemical 
behavior of surface microbes living on them. 
Learn more… 

Kyle Dayton, geological sciences Alongside a professor, doctoral student Kyle 
Dayton traveled to La Palma in Spain’s Canary 

https://gradschool.cornell.edu/spotlights/student-spotlight-david-esparza/
https://gradschool.cornell.edu/spotlights/student-spotlight-hui-ji/
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/01/upstate-residents-skittish-building-utility-scale-solar
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/01/bacteria-biochemistry-controlled-insoluble-material


Islands to study components of the air near 
the active Cumbre Vieja volcano. Learn 
more… 

Sergio Palomo, systems engineering Doctoral student Sergio Palomo is lead 
author of a paper finding that faster checkout 
lines could reduce the spread of COVID-19 at 
stores. Learn more… 

Nia Whitmal, anthropology Anthropology doctoral student Nia Whitmal 
discusses her experience during a Mellon 
seminar, which allowed her to see the 
connections between her many interests. 
Learn more… 

Lisa Watkins, biological and environmental 
engineering 

In a roundup of ways to make sustainability a 
new year’s resolution, doctoral candidate 
Lisa Watkins and her professor shared tips 
for reducing plastic waste by shopping and 
dressing smarter. Learn more… 

Jennifer Houtz, ecology and evolutionary 
biology 

Jennifer Houtz, a doctoral candidate in 
ecology and evolutionary biology and 
president of the First Generation and Low 
Income Graduate Student Organization 
(FiGLI), spoke about a few of FiGLI’s fall 2021 
outreach initiatives. Learn more… 

Sophie Bender, chemistry and chemical 
biology 

Chemistry and chemical biology doctoral 
student Sophie Bender researches enzymes 
and reactions to develop a set of tools that 
pharmaceutical chemists could use to create 
new or modified drugs. Learn more… 

Jeremy Keys, biomedical engineering Doctoral candidate Jeremy Keys is a co-author 
of a study on using nuclei-free cells to deliver 
therapeutics to diseased tissues. Learn more… 

Jenny Fu, information science Graduate student Jenny Fu is co-author of a 
study finding that families are more likely to 
trust digital assistants that exhibit some 
humanlike social behaviors. Learn more… 

Bowen Shen, applied physics, Lizhong Li, 
applied physics, and Zui Tao, applied physics 

Doctoral student Bowen Shen is a co-lead 
author of a paper on a semiconductor that 
demonstrates an elusive quantum physics 
model, to which doctoral students Lizhong Li 
and Zui Tao contributed as co-authors. Learn 
more… 

Peiying Zhu, philosophy Philosophy doctoral candidate Peiying Zhu 
discusses her experiences with recently 

https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/01/cornell-scientists-coolly-recall-fiery-volcano-visit
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/01/cornell-scientists-coolly-recall-fiery-volcano-visit
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/01/faster-checkouts-could-reduce-virus-spread-stores
https://as.cornell.edu/news/students-engage-nyc-black-memory-workers-mellon-seminar
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/01/five-ways-make-sustainability-resolution
https://gradschool.cornell.edu/announcements/first-generation-graduate-students-give-back/
https://research.cornell.edu/news-features/molecular-engines-drug-synthesis
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2022/01/220114131157.htm
https://news.mit.edu/2022/hey-alexa-are-you-trustworthy-0114
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/01/semiconductor-demonstrates-elusive-quantum-physics-model
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/01/semiconductor-demonstrates-elusive-quantum-physics-model


expanded career programming for 
humanities students through the Graduate 
School’s Careers Beyond Academia. Learn 
more… 

Emily Stump, physics Doctoral student Emily Stump is a co-author 
of a paper on research finding that gender 
bias in lab groups is not rooted in personal 
preference. Learn more… 

Yifeng Hong, electrical and computer 
engineering, and Porter Hall, biophysics 

Doctoral students Yifeng Hong and Porter 
Hall contributed to a paper on a new 
nanoscale device that can perform a range of 
standard single-molecule experiments. Learn 
more… 

Conrad Smart, physics Physics doctoral candidate Conrad Smart 
contributed to a study published in PLOS ONE 
by developing the integral stakeholder tool 
component. Learn more… 

Xu Liu, mechanical engineering Mechanical engineering doctoral student Xu 
Liu was chosen as part of the seventh cohort 
of the international Homeward Bound 
program, which includes an expedition to 
Antarctica. Learn more… 

Eric Hebert, applied physics Doctoral candidate Eric Hebert is a co-author 
of a paper detailing the successful imaging of 
the entire depth of the lymph nodes in a 
living mouse. Learn more… 

Xiang Zhao, systems engineering Doctoral student Xiang Zhao is an author on a 
paper offering a solution to sustainably 
recycle medical PPE waste. Learn more… 

Martin Stein, physics Doctoral candidate Martin Stein is a co-
author of a paper about how Cornell 
researchers trained physical systems to 
perform machine-learning computations. 
Learn more… 

Zekun Hao, computer science Doctoral candidate Zekun Hao received a 
NVIDIA Graduate Fellowship to support his 
continued pursuit of graphics processing 
unit-related research. Learn more… 

Rui Zeng, chemistry and chemical biology Doctoral candidate Rui Zeng is a co-author of 
a paper on a class of nonprecious metal 
derivatives that can catalyze fuel cell 
reactions. Learn more… 

https://gradschool.cornell.edu/announcements/helping-humanities-students-explore-careers-beyond-academia/
https://gradschool.cornell.edu/announcements/helping-humanities-students-explore-careers-beyond-academia/
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/01/gender-bias-lab-groups-not-rooted-personal-preference
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/01/lab-chip-can-measure-protein-dna-interactions
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/01/lab-chip-can-measure-protein-dna-interactions
https://gradschool.cornell.edu/announcements/diverse-stakeholder-perspectives-improve-ph-d-career-development-programming/
https://www.engineering.cornell.edu/spotlights/xu-liu-homeward-bound-antarctica
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/01/new-view-lymph-nodes-shows-immune-cells-real-time
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/01/engineers-propose-greener-recycling-medical-ppe-waste
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/01/physical-systems-perform-machine-learning-computations
https://www.cs.cornell.edu/information/news/newsitem12062/zekun-hao-receives-nvidia-graduate-fellowship-pursuit-further-gpu
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/02/new-catalysts-steer-hydrogen-fuel-cells-mainstream


Jeanie Aird, mechanical engineering Doctoral student Jeanie Aird is a co-author of 
a study that could help inform the 
development of offshore wind farms. Learn 
more… 

Jehan Roberson, English language and 
literature 

Doctoral student Jehan Roberson spoke 
about her involvement with the “Voices on 
the Underground Railroad” website. Learn 
more… 

Terrence Moran, mechanical engineering Doctoral candidate Terrence Moran designed 
the Cornell software that enables 3D printing  
on the international space station. Learn 
more… 

Or Shay, industrial and labor relations Doctoral student Or Shay contributed to a 
paper finding that temp workers benefit from 
union-management tension. Learn more… 

Bhargav Sanketi, biochemistry, molecular 
and cell biology 

Biochemistry, molecular and cell biology 
doctoral candidate Bhargav Sanketi won the 
2022 Council of Graduate Schools Three 
Minute Thesis competition. Learn more… 

Thomas Wyse Jackson, physics Doctoral candidate Thomas Wyse Jackson is 
lead author of a study on the structural 
origins of cartilage shear mechanics. Learn 
more… 

Ruidong Zhang, information science Alongside a professor, doctoral student 
Ruidong Zhang developed SpeeChin, a silent-
speech recognition device that can identify 
silent commands in English and Mandarin. 
Learn more… 

Qizhe Cai, computer science, Yucheng Lu, 
computer science, and Pengfei Zhao, 
communication 

Doctoral students Qizhe Cai, Yucheng Lu, and 
Pengfei Zhao won Meta Research Fellowships 
for their work in computer science and 
engineering. Learn more… 

Kara Fikrig, entomology, Andy Sanchez, 
chemical engineering, Kara Rode Webber, 
biochemistry, molecular and cell biology, and 
Katerina Roth, food science and technology 

Entomology doctoral candidate Kara Fikrig 
founded Vaccination Conversations with 
Scientists, a group of volunteers who educate 
the public about the safety and effectiveness 
of vaccines, which has also been steered by 
graduate students Andy Sanchez, Kara Rode 
Webber, and Katerina Roth. Learn more… 

Zhe Wang, materials science and 
engineering, and Berit Goodge, applied 
physics 

Graduate students Zhe Wang and Berit 
Goodge are co-authors of a paper on a new 
approach for making a lead-free 
antiferroelectric. Learn more… 

https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/02/low-level-jet-models-inform-us-offshore-wind-development
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/02/low-level-jet-models-inform-us-offshore-wind-development
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/02/freedom-seekers-speak-underground-railroad-website
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/02/freedom-seekers-speak-underground-railroad-website
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/02/cornell-software-enables-3d-printing-space-station
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/02/cornell-software-enables-3d-printing-space-station
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/02/temp-workers-benefit-union-management-tension
https://gradschool.cornell.edu/announcements/cornell-doctoral-candidate-wins-national-3mt-competition/
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/02/collaborative-faculty-win-vaughn-award-cartilage-research
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/02/collaborative-faculty-win-vaughn-award-cartilage-research
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/02/smart-necklace-recognizes-english-mandarin-commands
https://www.cs.cornell.edu/information/news/newsitem12175/three-cornell-doctoral-candidates-win-meta-research-fellowships
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/02/volunteer-scientists-change-opinions-about-vaccines
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/02/electrostatic-engineering-gets-lead-out-faster-batteries


Han Shu, systems engineering Doctoral student Han Shu is a co-author of a 
paper which recommends contracting 
improvements to reduce decentralized 
energy markets’ vulnerability to rare events. 
Learn more… 

Shiping Cao, mathematics, Yue Deng, 
materials science and engineering, Shan-Chi 
Hsieh, microbiology, Zihan Hu, economics, 
Hui Ji, genetics, genomics, and development, 
Yubo Su, astronomy and space sciences, 
Yongjian Tang, physics, and Hui Zhou, 
applied economics and management 

Doctoral students Shiping Cao, Yue Deng, 
Shan-Chi Hsieh, Zihan Hu, Hui Ji, Yubo Su, 
Yongjian Tang, and Hui Zhou are recipients of 
2022 Wu Scholarships, which recognize 
students for their academic ability, 
performance, character, and financial need. 
Learn more… 

Megan Barrington, geological sciences, and 
Christian Tate, astronomy and space sciences 

Doctoral candidates Megan Barrington and 
Christian Tate have been searching for signs 
of ancient life on Mars via the NASA Mars 
2020 mission’s Perseverance rover. Learn 
more… 

Ashley Ransom, M.A. ’18, human 
development 

Along with Cornell dean of faculty and a 
Cornell neuroscientist, doctoral candidate 
Ashley Ransom authored an advice piece on 
advancing mental health diversity in graduate 
training. Learn more… 

Lingxiang Lu, chemistry and chemical biology, 
and Jonas Rein, chemistry and chemical 
biology 

Doctoral candidates Lingxiang Lu and Jonas 
Rein are co-authors of a study on the 
development of more sustainable 
pharmaceutical products. Learn more… 

Yi Sang, civil and environmental engineering Cornell engineering students, including 
doctoral student Yi Sang, developed a 
forecasting tool to predict concentrations of 
manganese in Ithaca’s water supply. Learn 
more… 

Morgan Irons, soil and crop sciences Doctoral candidate Morgan Irons discusses 
the sustainability of space exploration. Learn 
more… 

Grace Genszler, aerospace engineering Doctoral student Grace Genszler was 
selected to receive the Matthew Isakowitz 
Fellowship. Learn more… 

Qinru Shi, applied mathematics, and 
Brendan Rappazzo, computer science 

Doctoral students Qinru Shi and Brendan 
Rappazzo are co-authors of a paper about 
how AI can be used to meet hydropower 
needs in the Amazon river basin with the 
least amount of environmental damage. 
Learn more… 

https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/02/texas-power-crisis-revealed-flaw-markets-design
https://gradschool.cornell.edu/announcements/eight-graduate-students-receive-wu-scholarships/
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/02/rock-stars-mars-students-look-life-big-red-planet
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/02/rock-stars-mars-students-look-life-big-red-planet
https://www.insidehighered.com/advice/2022/02/15/supporting-grad-students-mental-health-disabilities-opinion
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/02/electrosynthesis-energizes-sustainable-drug-development
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/02/students-tool-forecasts-manganese-ithaca-water-supply
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/02/students-tool-forecasts-manganese-ithaca-water-supply
https://interestingengineering.com/space-exploration-sustainable
https://interestingengineering.com/space-exploration-sustainable
https://cornellsun.com/2022/02/20/cornell-graduate-student-reaches-new-heights-with-spaceflight-fellowship/
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/02/ai-enables-strategic-hydropower-planning-across-amazon-basin


Cameron Aubin, mechanical engineering Doctoral candidate Cameron Aubin is a co-
author of a perspective article on the ways in 
which robots can benefit from energy 
sources integrated throughout their 
structures. Learn more… 

Ruth Portes, classics, Rebecca Gerdes, 
classics, Rafael Cruz-Gil, anthropology, and 
Alma Cortez Alvarez, archaeology 

Graduate students Ruth Portes, Rebecca 
Gerdes, Rafael Cruz-Gil, and Alma Cortez 
Alvarez are creating a podcast focused on 
issues of diversity in archaeology. Learn 
more… 

Mingjie Zhao, civil and environmental 
engineering 

Doctoral candidate Mingjie Zhao is lead 
author of a paper about the identification of 
the mechanism that causes fatigue cracks to 
grow. Learn more… 

Utkarsh Mall, computer science Doctoral student Utkarsh Mall is lead author 
of a paper on a new artificial intelligence 
framework that can segment cities into areas 
with similar fashion sense. Learn more… 

Ru Liu, nutrition, and Iman Alsmadi, 
sociology 

Doctoral students Ru Liu and Iman Alsmadi 
are trainers at the new Cornell Center for 
Cultural Humility. Learn more… 

Marcin Sawczuk, civil and environmental 
engineering 

Doctoral student Marcin Sawczuk was 
selected for an entrepreneurial fellowship 
from Entrepreneurship at Cornell. Learn 
more… 

Emily Tseng, M.S. ’19, information science, 
and Mehrnaz Sabet, information science 

Doctoral candidate Emily Tseng is lead author 
on a paper about a new model that helps 
prevent tech abuse, to which doctoral 
student Mehrnaz Sabet contributed as a co-
author. Learn more… 

Ning Zhao, systems engineering Doctoral student Ning Zhao is co-author of a 
study about an artificial intelligence tool that 
could help New York state plan the transition 
to a carbon-neutral power sector. Learn 
more… 

Uriel Menalled, soil and crop sciences, and 
Annika Rowland, soil and crop sciences 

Graduate students Uriel Menalled and 
Annika Rowland discussed no-till 
management options during a New York 
Certified Organic meeting. Learn more… 

John Kallas, industrial and labor relations Doctoral candidate and Cornell ILR Labor 
Action Tracker project lead John Kallas spoke 
about findings from the project’s 2021 
annual report. Learn more… 

https://www.engineering.cornell.edu/news/cornell-engineers-provide-vision-robots-embodied-energy
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/02/student-podcast-explores-changing-face-archaeology
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/02/student-podcast-explores-changing-face-archaeology
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/02/researchers-identify-mechanism-which-fatigue-cracks-grow
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/02/underground-maps-segment-cities-using-fashion-ai
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/02/center-offers-tools-culturally-responsive-research-practice-0
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/02/students-honored-entrepreneurial-fellowships
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/02/students-honored-entrepreneurial-fellowships
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/02/computer-security-researchers-aim-prevent-tech-abuse
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/02/ai-tool-could-help-plan-nyss-transition-clean-electrical-power
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/02/ai-tool-could-help-plan-nyss-transition-clean-electrical-power
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/news/main_edition/organic-no-tillers-have-weed-management-options/article_9b4baeaa-4844-58e4-9203-0480e129b284.html
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/02/ilr-school-tracks-scope-2021-us-labor-unrest


Hadi AlZayer, computer science, and Hubert 
Lin, computer science 

Graduate students Hadi AlZayer and Hubert 
Lin are part of a team who developed 
AutoPhoto, a robotic system that can roam 
interior spaces and capture aesthetically 
pleasing photographs. Learn more… 

Brendan Quirion, natural resources and the 
environment 

Master’s student Brendan Quirion spoke 
about his research about the nation’s tree 
biomass on forest land and its impact on 
invasive insects and diseases. Learn more… 

Ben Carver, public administration Master’s student Ben Carver gave an 
overview on countywide EMS services based 
on a report written by Carver and other 
students from the Cornell Institute of Public 
Affairs. Learn more… 

Kaitlyn MacMillan, chemistry and chemical 
biology, and Gabrielle Illava ’17, M.S. ’20, 
chemistry and chemical biology 

Doctoral students Kaitlyn MacMillan and 
Gabrielle Illava spoke about how the 
scientific glass blower for the department of 
chemistry and chemical biology has been 
integral to their research’s success. Learn 
more… 

Alexandra Chivu, genetics, genomics, and 
development 

Doctoral candidate Alexandra Chivu used a 
computer program and experimental 
techniques to find out what happens when 
transcription is blocked in a cell. Learn 
more… 

Ashley Ransom, M.A. ’18, human 
development 

Doctoral candidate Ashley Ransom is a lead 
author of a paper finding that sitting face-to-
face rather than shoulder-to-shoulder 
enhances learning and innovation. Learn 
more… 

Yawen Fang, physics Doctoral candidate Yawen Fang is lead 
author of a paper that detailed the discovery 
that magnetism is key to understanding the 
behavior of electrons in high-temperature 
superconductors. Learn more… 

Jisoo Yuk, biological and environmental 
engineering 

Doctoral student Jisoo Yuk is first author of a 
paper about a new 3D-printable mask design 
inspired by animal noses. Learn more… 

Martin Liu, food science and technology, and 
Karl Kunze ‘17, plant breeding 

Graduate students Martin Liu and Karl Kunze 
engaged with a USDA official during a 
discussion of rural challenges held at Cornell. 
Learn more… 

https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/03/robot-photographer-has-eye-aesthetics
https://news.wttw.com/2022/03/03/climate-change-will-be-boon-invasive-species-and-midwest-could-be-hot-spot-researchers
https://ithacavoice.com/2022/03/rising-costs-and-dwindling-volunteers-creates-a-slow-motion-crisis-for-rural-ems/
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/03/glass-blower-crafts-intricate-creations-cornell-scientists
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/03/glass-blower-crafts-intricate-creations-cornell-scientists
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/03/new-technique-yields-insight-genome
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/03/new-technique-yields-insight-genome
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/03/face-face-interaction-enhances-learning-innovation
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/03/face-face-interaction-enhances-learning-innovation
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/03/magnetism-helps-electrons-vanish-high-temp-superconductors
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/03/animal-noses-inspire-new-mask-air-filter-designs
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/03/usda-official-discusses-rural-challenges


Erika Germain, art, Christine McDonald, art, 
and Erin Miller, art 

An exhibit co-curated by master of fine arts 
students Erika Germain, Christine McDonald, 
and Erin Miller was highlighted in a roundup 
of art exhibits held on Cornell’s campus. 
Learn more… 

Lissette Lorenz, science and technology 
studies, and Motasem Kalaji, communication 

Doctoral candidates Lissette Lorenz and 
Motasem Kalaji discuss their experiences 
attending the Graduate School’s virtual 2022 
Proposal, Thesis, and Dissertation Writing 
Boot Camp. Learn more… 

David Nasca, art Master of fine arts student David Nasca 
created an art installation in Mann Library 
that draws inspiration from sea life 
sculptures to create metaphors relating to 
humanity’s present and its imagined future. 
Learn more… 

Mikaela Spruill, psychology Research by psychology doctoral candidate 
Mikaela Spruill and her advisor revealed that 
referring to police using the phrase 
“objectively reasonable” puts the officer in a 
more favorable light, regardless of race. 
Learn more… 

Jacob Harris, government Doctoral student Jacob Harris spoke about 
his research on the relationship between 
religion and publishment. Learn more… 

Lukas Bredo Gundersen, economics, Shiang 
Chin, systems engineering, Aixuan Shan, 
applied economics and management, Jiaqi 
Wang, applied economics and management, 
Yuexing Hao, design and environmental 
analysis, Homari Aoki, global development, 
Zhixin Wang, food science and technology, 
Kate Harline, plant biology, and Lingjia Li, 
information sciences 

Graduate students Lukas Bredo Gunderson, 
Shiang Chin, Aixuan Shan, Jiaqi Wang, 
Yuexing Hao, Homari Aoki, Zhixin Wang, Kate 
Harline, and Lingjia Li belong to the five 
teams that won Cornell’s Digital Ag Hackthon 
in March. Learn more… 

Paul Lushenko, government Doctoral candidate Paul Lushenko 
participated in a panel discussion on the use 
of drone warfare. Learn more… 

Paul Lushenko, government Paul Lushenko, a doctoral candidate in 
government, commented on the use of 
drones in Ukraine. Learn more… 

Itamar Haritan, anthropology Graduate student Itamar Haritan translated a 
Hebrew talk on the Israeli Black Panthers into 
English. Learn more… 

https://www.ithaca.com/entertainment/art/cornell-continuously-offers-a-variety-of-very-different-exhibits-on-campus/article_7eaf1a70-9e92-11ec-babf-77cc416077a3.html
https://gradschool.cornell.edu/announcements/record-high-attendance-at-writing-boot-camp/
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/03/library-exhibit-links-sea-sculptures-human-condition
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/03/legal-language-affects-how-police-officers-are-judged
https://www.psypost.org/2022/03/racial-resentment-plays-a-significant-role-in-the-relationship-between-religion-and-punitive-sentiments-study-suggests-62742
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/03/teams-take-crack-world-food-issues-digital-ag-hackathon-0
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/03/panel-drone-warfare-increasingly-sophisticated-deadly
https://as.cornell.edu/news/drones-ukraine-have-irrevocably-altered-character-war
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/03/abergel-illuminates-israeli-black-panthers-struggle


Bruno Shirley, Asian literature, religion, and 
culture, Vaibhav Sharma, physics, and 
Juliana González-Tobón, plant pathology and 
plant-microbe biology 

Doctoral candidates Bruno Shirley, Vaibhav 
Sharma, and Juliana González-Tobón were 
awarded first place, second place, and 
People’s Choice, respectively, at Cornell’s 
seventh annual Three Minute Thesis 
competition. Learn more… 

Amelia Arsenault, government Doctoral student Amelia Arsenault co-wrote 
a chapter on artificial intelligence and its 
impact on international politics which was 
included in the Oxford Handbook. Learn 
more… 

Yiqing Hua, computer science Yiqing Hua, a doctoral candidate at Cornell 
Tech, is co-lead author on a paper which 
recommends that YouTube develops a 
shared database of demonetized users to 
impact problematic creators. Learn more… 

Christopher Rooney, astronomy and space 
sciences, Catherine Ball, astronomy and 
space sciences, and Bo Peng, astronomy and 
space sciences 

Doctoral students Christopher Rooney, 
Catherine Ball, and Bo Peng worked to test, 
calibrate, and observe with the ZEUS-2 
spectrometer. Learn more… 

Rebecca McCabe, mechanical engineering, 
Monica Theibault, chemistry and chemical 
biology, and Giorgia Scelzo, applied 
economics and management 

Graduate students Rebecca McCabe, Monica 
Theibault, and Giorgia Scelzo were selected 
as part of the 2022 W.E. Cornell cohort. Learn 
more… 

Martin Liu, food science and technology Martin Liu, a doctoral candidate in food 
science and technology, compares cultivars 
of hemp to see how each might function as a 
source of protein. Learn more… 

Alexia Alkadi-Barbaro, government, Dusti 
Bridges, anthropology, Du Fei, history, and 
Jason Ludwig, science and technology studies 

Graduate students Alexia Alkadi-Barbaro, 
Dusti Bridges, Du Fei, and Jason Ludwig were 
selected as the inaugural recipients of the 
Zhu Family Graduate Fellowships in the 
Humanities. Learn more… 

Joseph Casamento, materials science and 
engineering 

Joseph Casamento, a doctoral candidate in 
materials science and engineering, works to 
create and improve emergent electronics 
properties and phenomena. Learn more… 

Mohammed “M.J.” Yaghoobi, food science 
and technology 

Doctoral student Mohammed “M.J.” 
Yaghoobi is leading a scientific effort to 
develop a system that can accurately indicate 
the fertility level of bulls. Learn more… 

https://gradschool.cornell.edu/academic-progress/office-of-academic-and-student-affairs/three-minute-thesis/3mt-2022/
https://as.cornell.edu/news/doctoral-students-work-featured-oxford-handbook-chapter
https://as.cornell.edu/news/doctoral-students-work-featured-oxford-handbook-chapter
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/03/how-youtube-can-fix-its-demonetization-strategy
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/03/chasing-data-astronomers-race-explore-ancient-galaxies
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/03/2022-we-cornell-cohort-celebrates-stem-innovation
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/03/2022-we-cornell-cohort-celebrates-stem-innovation
https://research.cornell.edu/news-features/watch-out-chicken-here-comes-hemp
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/03/first-group-zhu-fellows-named-arts-sciences
https://www.engineering.cornell.edu/spotlights/creating-materials-next-generation-electronics
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/03/easy-test-can-see-if-breeding-bulls-have-right-stuff


Juliet Jordan, public administration, and 
Alejandra Quintero, industrial and labor 
relations 

Master’s students Juliet Jordan and Alejandra 
Quintero received Serve in Place grants from 
Cornell’s David M. Einhorn Center for 
Community Engagement. Read more… 

Edward Partlow, biochemistry Biochemistry doctoral candidate Edward 
Partlow contributed to a paper on cells’ 
molecule intake, which opens the door to 
potential treatments for several diseases. 
Learn more… 

 

https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/03/student-grants-serve-communities-new-york-ethiopia
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/03/checkpoints-enable-precision-cells-molecule-intake
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